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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communication: original claims filed on 6/30/2004. This 
action is made non-final. 

2. Claims 1-12 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 7 and 11 are independent claims. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species: 

A. Species of Figure 7, claims 1-6 

B. Species of Figure 9, claims 7-10 

C. Species of Figure 10, claims 11-12 

4. The species are independent or distinct because claims to the different species recite the 
mutually exclusive characteristics of such species. In addition, these species are not obvious variants of 
each other based on the current record. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on 
the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. 
Currently, there is no generic. 

There is an examination and search burden for these patentably distinct species due to their 
mutually exclusive characteristics. The species require a different field of search (e.g., searching different 
classes/subclasses or electronic resources, or employing different search queries); and/or the prior art 
applicable to one species would not likely be applicable to another species; and/or the species are likely 
to raise different non-prior art issues under 35 U.S.C. 101 and/or 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. 

5. During a telephone conversation with Mr. George M. Macdonald, Reg. No. 39284 on or about 
6/03/2008 a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of group A, claims 
1-6. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 7-12 
are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non- 
elected invention. 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named 
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inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 
CFR 1.17(i). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 
35 U.S.C. 1 03(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 
examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

8. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gossweiler III et 
al (Patent No. US 7089288 B2; hereinafter Gossweiler) in view of Thorman et al. (Pub. No. US 
2005/0131959 A1; hereinafter Thorman). 

As to claim 1, Gossweiller teaches: 

A method for processing a physical token in a responsive environment (e.g., see Fig. 1) 
comprising: 

placing a sensor in proximity to the token (e.g., see col. 2 lines 9-20, col. 4 lines 61-67); 
placing the token in an association bin (e.g., see col. 2 lines 39-55); 
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Gossweiller further teaches the capability for the user to interactively provide unique identification 
numbers and/or supply additional data for immediate association with the tag (e.g., see col. 5 lines 47- 
67). Gossweiller teaches the physical token can be used to open or print a particular electronic document 
(e.g., see col. 6 lines 14-36 and lines 60-67); therefore, Gossweiller teaches the step of identifying a 
document to register with the token and creating a sensor model instance (e.g., see col. 2 lines 56-67 
through col. 3 lines 1-35, col. 6 lines 14-36). Gossweiller does not teach launching a document browser 
application and obtaining user selection data identifying a document. 

Thorman teaches a file browser that allows the user to identify files or documents for further 
manipulating (e.g., Figs. 4-5 and [0032]). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to include the file browser feature as taught in Thorman in the method of Gossweiller to allow 
the user to select a document to register using a launching document browser. One would be motivated 
to make this combination is because file browser application allows the user to easily identify files or 
documents for further manipulating (e.g., see Thorman [0032]). 

As to claim 2, Gossweiller further teaches setting a sensor name property (e.g., col. 5 lines 47- 
57, col. 6 lines 14-36). 

As to claim 3, Gossweiller further teaches setting the sensor name property using an identifier 
associated with the document (e.g., col. 5 lines 58-67 through col. 6 lines 1-13, col. 6 lines 60-67). 

As to claim 4, Gossweiller further teaches setting a sensor type property to indicate a physical 
sensor (e.g., col. 6 lines 60-67 through col. 7 lines 1-13). 

As to claim 5, Gossweiller further teaches setting a sensor class property to indicate touch 
detection (e.g., col. 6 lines 60-67 through col. 7 lines 1-13). 

As to claim 6, Gossweiller further teaches the sensor is attached to the token (e.g., see col. 2 
lines 9-20, col. 4 lines 61-67). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 1 1(c) to consider these references fully 
when responding to this action. 

It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references 
and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is 
relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one 
having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) 
(quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 USPQ 275,277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 571-270-1033. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00, off on alternating Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



/TuyetLien T Tran/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



/Weilun Lo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



